Sunday December 9, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent

Saint Paschal Baylon Catholic Church
155 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, California 91360
Phone (805) 496 - 0222
Fax (805) 379 - 2506
www.stpaschal.org

Parish Center Hours

Clergy

Monday—Friday: 9:00am—5:30pm
Closed for Lunch– 12:00pm—1:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am—12 noon
Sunday: 9:00am—12 noon

Fr. Michael Rocha
Pastor
805-496-0222 ext. 103
frmichael@stpaschal.org

Eucharistic Liturgies

Fr. Luis Estrada
Associate Pastor
805-496-0222 Ext. 170
Frluis@stpaschal.org

Daily Mass: 8:15AM (Monday - Saturday)
Saturday: 5:30PM, (Vigil) 7:00PM (Spanish)
Sundays: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM
(Spanish), 5:30PM

Fr. Al Enriquez
Associate Pastor
805-496-0222 Ext. 125
Fral@stpaschal.org

Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12noon, 5:30 pm and
7:00 pm (Bilingual)

Senior Deacon Jim Robinson
805-496-0222 Ext: 123
deaconjim@stpaschal.org

Sacraments

Confession: Saturday: 3:30—5:00PM

Deacon Mitch Ito
805-496-0222 Ext: 122
deaconmitch@stpaschal.org

Marriage: Please Call the Parish Office
Baptism: Please Call the Parish Office

Deacon Guillermo Rodriguez
805-496-0222 Ext: 133
deaconmemo@stpaschal.org

Adoration Chapel

6:00am—10:00pm (Open To All)
10:00pm—6:00am (Code Required)

GO TO
www.stpaschal.org
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦

Funeral Notices
(under “Special Masses, Events &
Celebrations”)
Schedule for Communion Ministers
Confirmation Class Schedules
Register as a Parishioner
Sign up for on-line giving

Pastor’s Corner
Advent is not primarily a time to get ready for Christmas
(that might be news to the marketers!) or for celebrating
Jesus’ birth 2,000 years ago. It is a time to deepen our
participation in the presence of the divine being born into
the world right now.
In the first reading, we see Jerusalem as a mother,
mourning the loss of her children who have been exiled
to Babylon. We understand the sorrow of a mother who
waits, powerless to relieve the suffering of her children
so far away. Photos of immigrant mothers whose children were taken from them at the U.S.-Mexico border
give us a modern image of this agony.
Yet this reading is one of hope. The prophet announces the exile is coming to an end. The cloak of God’s
shining presence replaces the mother’s sackcloth. She
waits on the mountaintop to see her children making
their way home from east and west. God hasn’t forgotten
them.
No. They will return as royalty along rough roads
made smooth. God is leading them, not because they
were good at keeping rules. They were not. But because
God is faithful and full of mercy.
The Gospel uses similar words of straightening roads
to introduce the mission of John the Baptist. But first,
Luke makes sure we know that John’s call came in the
midst of messy human history. He names the political
“Who’s Who,” starting at the top with Tiberius Caesar
then Pontius Pilate, Herod Antipas and his brother, sons
of Herod the Great. The high priests Annas and Caiaphas
are included in the list. Politics right down to religious
leaders. Both John and Jesus would suffer at their hands.
The powerful and wealthy were not friends of the
poor and marginalized then just as they are not now. We
wait in a messy world ruled by power and money. Not a
lot has changed ... that is, on the outside.
But real change happens on the inside. Hope resides
in the heart.
When John the Baptist called for repentance, he was
not telling people to be sorry for breaking rules. The
Greek word translated here as “repentance” is metanoia,
and its biblical sense is broad and deep. It is a turning, an
inner transformation, a radical change in lifestyle.
Isaiah’s words describe John as a voice crying out
from the margins. The desert was not exactly where people hung out. His message was to prepare the way for
God’s coming by filling in the valleys and leveling the
mountains. But not on the outside. It is the geography of
the heart he calls us to change. Clear the path to welcome
Christ who is born into our hearts as truly as Jesus was
born in Bethlehem.
This inner change is not about personal salvation. It is
for all people. All creation. Luke makes sure we know
that, too. Jesus was not born to make a “holy family”
with Mary and Joseph, or even to make his hometown of
Nazareth a better place (though surely he did). Following
Jesus is a community thing.
We are called to do the same: to live with the tender love and mercy that God showed to the Israelites; and
to be people of justice, called to inner transformation so
we can participate in Christ’s ongoing transformation of
the world.
Our Advent Penance Service is this coming Tuesday
evening at 7:00p.m.. Several priests will be here to help
with confessions. I invite you to come and be
“transformed” before Christmas.
Father Michael Rocha

Rincón del Pastor
El Adviento no es principalmente un momento para prepararse para la Navidad (¡eso podría ser una noticia para
los mercadólogos!) O para celebrar el nacimiento de Jesús
hace 2,000 años. Es un momento para profundizar nuestra
participación en la presencia del ser divino que nace en el
mundo ahora mismo.
En la primera lectura, vemos a Jerusalén como una madre, llorando la pérdida de sus hijos que han sido exiliados
a Babilonia. Entendemos el dolor de una madre que espera, impotente para aliviar el sufrimiento de sus hijos tan
lejos. Las fotos de madres inmigrantes cuyos hijos les fueron quitados en la frontera entre México y Estados Unidos
nos dan una imagen moderna de esta agonía.
Sin embargo, esta lectura es de esperanza. El profeta
anuncia que el exilio está llegando a su fin. El manto de la
brillante presencia de Dios reemplaza al sayal de la madre.
Ella espera en la cima de la montaña para ver a sus hijos
dirigirse a casa desde el este y el oeste. Dios no los ha olvidado.
No. Regresarán como la realeza a lo largo de caminos
en mal estado. Dios los está guiando, no porque fueran
buenos para mantener las reglas. No lo eran. Sino porque
Dios es fiel y lleno de misericordia.
El Evangelio usa palabras similares sobre enderezar
los caminos para presentar la misión de Juan el Bautista.
Pero primero, Lucas se asegura de que sepamos que la
llamada de Juan se produjo en medio de una historia humana desordenada. Nombra a los personajes políticos de
ese tiempo, comenzando por la cima con Tiberio César,
luego Poncio Pilato, Herodes Antipas y su hermano, hijos
de Herodes el Grande. Los sumos sacerdotes Anás y Caifás están incluidos en la lista. La política hasta los líderes
religiosos. Tanto Juan como Jesús sufrirían a manos de
ellos.
Los poderosos y ricos no eran amigos de los pobres y
marginados, como no lo son ahora. Esperamos en un mundo desordenado regido por el poder y el dinero. No ha
cambiado mucho... es decir, en el exterior.
Pero el cambio real ocurre en el interior. La esperanza
reside en el corazón.
Cuando Juan el Bautista pidió el arrepentimiento, no le
estaba diciendo a la gente que lamentara haber roto las
reglas. La palabra griega traducida aquí como
"arrepentimiento" es metanoia, y su sentido bíblico es amplio y profundo. Es un giro, una transformación interior,
un cambio radical en el estilo de vida.
Las palabras de Isaías describen a Juan como una voz
que clama desde los márgenes. El desierto no era exactamente donde la gente iba a pasear. Su mensaje era preparar el camino para la venida de Dios llenando los valles y
nivelando las montañas. Pero no en el exterior. Es la geografía del corazón la que nos llama a cambiar. Despejar el
camino para recibir a Cristo, que nace en nuestros corazones tan verdaderamente como Jesús nació en Belén.
Este cambio interior no tiene que ver con una salvación
individual. Es para todas las personas. Para toda la creación. Lucas se asegura de que nosotros también sepamos
eso. Jesús no nació para hacer una "santa familia" con María y José, ni siquiera para hacer de su ciudad natal, Nazaret, un lugar mejor (aunque seguramente lo hizo). Seguir a
Jesús es un asunto de toda la comunidad.
Estamos llamados a hacer lo mismo: a vivir con el
tierno amor y la misericordia que Dios mostró a los israelitas; y ser personas de justicia, llamadas a la transformación interior para que podamos participar en la transformación continua de Cristo en el mundo.
Nuestro Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento será este
martes por la tarde a las 7:00 p.m. Varios sacerdotes estarán aquí para ayudar con las confesiones. Les invito a venir y ser "transformados" antes de que llegue la Navidad.
Padre Michael Rocha

Parish InformaƟon
TOGETHER IN MISSION 2018
Thank you to everyone who have met
their pledge goal. All money received
over goal is returned to our Parish to use
for programs and ministries.
Thank you again for your continued generosity!
Fr. Michael.
Second Sunday of Advent
In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare
the way of the Lord,” and this is what Advent is all about.
We are called to help prepare the way of the Lord by
making the real meaning of Christmas come alive in our
own hearts, in our family and to reach out to those in
need.
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please call the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul so that together we can help the suffering
and poor to celebrate Christmas.

St. Paschal Baylon Parish welcomes new
members through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Our Thursday
sessions are planned specifically for those
who desire to become Catholic and are not
baptized; OR were baptized in another
Christian denomination; OR are a baptized
Catholic who has not received the sacraments of Confirmation and/or Holy Eucharist. Please join us to explore the Catholic
faith on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Parish
Community room beginning September 6.
For more information, contact Sister Marie
Paul, 805-917-3760 or mgrech@sndca.org.

DID YOU KNOW?
Practice situational awareness as part of your holiday
travel plans
At Christmastime, families come together to spend this
blessed season surrounded by their loved ones, and for
many families, this involves some travel. Parents with
young children who are hitting the roads or the airways
should be practicing situational awareness to ensure their
children’s safety. Situational awareness means staying
alert and knowing what’s going on around you. Keep an
eye out for suspicious activity, and know where your
family members are at all times. Don’t allow yourself to
become distracted by your phone or other electronics—it
only takes a minute for a child to disappear from your
eyesight. For more holiday travel tips, visit http://
www.catholic.org/travel/story.php?id=65521.

Week Mass Intentions
SUNDAY December 9
7:30
9:00
10:45
12:30
5:30

Donna Scatitaloni (D)
The Parishioners of St. Paschal Baylon
Norman Hawley (D)
Miguel Campizano Maravilla & Juana Maravilla Molinero (D)

Patrick Mockler (D)

MONDAY December 10
8:15

Theresa Tunzi Johnson (D)

TUESDAY December 11
Ron Parker (D)
8:15
WEDNESDAY December 12
8:15

Thomas & Christine Jensen (L)

THURSDAY December 13
8:15

Jane Cookie Zorich (D)

FRIDAY December 14
8:15

Rob Picciolo (D)

SATURDAY December 15
8:15
5:30
7:00

Perry Harding
The Qualizza Family (D)
The Rager Family

SUNDAY December 16
7:30
9:00
10:45
12:30
5:30

Alice Senger (D)
Sebastian Grabl (D)
The Parishioners of St. Paschal Baylon
Luis Alonzo Gonzalez (D)
Edward Schlossman (D)

Repose of the Soul
Maynard Pratt

Weekly Prayer Intentions
Sylvia Garner, John Burch,
Lilian Di Neno & Tim Beaulieu

Parish InformaƟon
Parish Center:
Bookkeeper
Ext: 102
Business Manager
Ext: 104
Bulletin Editor
Confirmation Coordinator
Ext. 169
Director of Music Ministry
Ext: 111
Hispanic Ministry
Ext:116
RCIA
Ext: 0
Religious Education
Ext: 115
St. Vincent de Paul Society
School Principal
805-495-9340
University Series

805-496-0222
MaryPat Davoren
MaryPat@stpaschal.org
JoAnn Zullo
Joann@stpaschal.org
Parish@stpaschal.org
Frank Williams, II
Frank@stpaschal.org
Kevin Stoller
kevin@stpaschal.org
Irma Diaz
Irma@stpaschal.org
Sr.Marie Paul Grech, SND
mgrech@sndca.org
Jennifer McCarthy
Jennifer@stpaschal.org
Ext: 109
Ryan Bushore
Principal@stpaschal.org
Ext. 119
Office@theuniversityseries.org

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, December 15
5:30 PM- Fr. Luis
7:00PM - Fr. Michael
Sunday, December 16
7:30 AM - Fr. Al
9:00AM - Fr. Luis
10:45AM - Fr. Al
12:30PM - Fr. Michael
5:30 PM - Fr. Luis

Pilgrimage to Mexico City & The Shrine of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Join Archbishop José H. Gomez on this Pilgrimage
Two Packages
4-days, July 11-14, 2019
5-days, July 11-15, 2019
Saturday - Visit the Shrine, Procession, and Mass on the
Main Altar.
For a brochure, registration form, and additional information contact Judy Brooks or Mary Kay Delsohn
213-637-7551

Saturday, December 15
8:15 AM - Daniel M., Emily M.
5:30 PM - Hunter H., Sydney H., John Paul C., Olivia G.
Sunday, December 16
7:30 AM - Joshua E., Jillian M., Benjamin E., Nathan E.,
9:00 AM - Sophia P., Joseph P., Harrison A., Andrejs B.
10:45 AM - Audrey A., Grace A., Caroline L., James C.
5:30 PM - Mario C., Myles R., Steven N., Lucia C.
*First name listed is the MC
**Altar Servers should arrive 15 minutes prior to
scheduled time*

SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN
St. Paschal Baylon will conduct;
VIRTUS TRAINING - 6 PM
Tuesday, January 22– Recertification Class-Church

Community Room
Tuesday, February 19—Full VIRTUS Class - Parish Hall
FINGERPRINTING

Tuesday December 18
Thursday, January 31st
By appointment only in the Parish Hall
The Archdiocese mandates VIRTUS training and
fingerprinting for all adults including volunteers working
with children.
Sign up at our website www.stpaschal.org or call Chris
at 496-0222 to reserve your place.

Knights of Columbus
Mystical Rose Council 5746
Please join us to pray a
Bilingual Holy Rosary
on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at 7:00 pm in the Church Community room
Les invitan a rezar
el Santo Rosario bilingüe
en el salón comunitario
el 2º martes del mes a las 7:00pm
Advent Penance Schedule - 7:00 PM
St. Julie Billiart - Monday - December 10, 2018
St. Paschal Baylon - Tuesday -December 11, 2018
St. Maximilian Kolbe - Tuesday -December 11, 2018
Holy Cross - Monday – December 17, 2018
Padre Serra - Wednesday – December 19, 2018
St. Peter Claver - Wednesday - December 19, 2018

Parish Ministry InformaƟon
Faith Formation

SPBS School 2018
Dear Saint Paschal Baylon Community,
The holiday season is upon us! For me, and
probably many of you, it is my favorite time of the year. I fully
admit that I love the decorated houses (you could probably see
mine from an airplane), the Christmas carols, and spending
some quality time with my family. In fact, it is the time of year
that a lot of us host our extended families. There is usually a lot
of preparation that goes along with having families visit, to
welcome them into your homes for Christmas. The problem is,
sometimes we forget the preparation to welcome the one special
guest that comes into our lives at Christmas, Jesus Christ. That
is what Advent is all about.
Advent lasts for about four weeks in preparation for Christmas.
Not the shopping, baking, card sending, parties kind of
preparation, but the joyful waiting and anticipation of Christ
entering our world kind of preparation. The beauty of this
season is the fact that it is a rebirth of God entering into our
lives everyday. I find it incredibly spiritually fulfilling the
reminder that there is joy in waiting, and unlike Lent, Advent is
about hope, not repentance. The best analogy someone once
told me is that Lent is more like a spring cleaning, while Advent
is more of a getting your home ready for a special guest.
There are a few significant symbols that remind us of the
Advent season; a season where the colors are not red and green,
but actually purple and pink. On Sundays at Mass, we light
candles on the Advent wreath and many of us have some form
of Advent calendar to count the days to the coming of Christ.
During this time, if you begin to stress about Christmas, and all
the things that are still left to complete, I encourage you to take
some time for yourself to welcome His presence in your life.
From all of us here at Saint Paschal Baylon School, we wish
you many blessings this Advent season and a very Merry
Christmas.
Together in Faith,
Ryan Bushore
Principal

St. Paschal Baylon Parish welcomes new
members through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). If you desire to become Catholic and are: not baptized; OR were baptized in another Christian denomination; OR are a baptized Catholic who has not received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist, please contact Sister Marie Paul at
mgrech@sndca.org or 805-917-3760.
Funeral Notices
A reminder that Funeral Announcements are now listed
on our parish webpage (www.stpaschal.org). as they are
scheduled. Please look under “Special Masses, Events
and Celebrations”.

Pre School through Jr. High
Classes will break from December 23rd through January 6th for the Christmas holiday. Classes resume

on January 7th.

Parents of all RE classes are invited to attend the
your child’s final day of class for our Christmas celebrations. Please watch for email with more details.

God bless,
Jennifer McCarthy
DRE, St. Paschal Baylon
jennifer@stpaschal.org
805-496-0222

Confirmation - High School
Registration for 2018/19 is available on our
website; stpaschal.org/confirmation.

Confirmation Classes
First Year December 9th @ 7pm
Second Year - December 16 @ 7pm
Youth Ministry
Frank Williams, Ext. 169
Confirmation Direct & Youth Minister
Frank@stpaschal.org
Join us: Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 pm in
the Church Community Room
for an opportunity to learn
more about our Catholic faith and
the beliefs we hold dear. Please continue to pray
for all those who are seeking God in their lives.
CATHOLICISM is a 10 part DVD series by Bishop Robert Barron on the Catholic Church and our traditions and
beliefs. Remaining meeting date and topic is below.
December 13 - Last Things

Church Decorating for Christmas
We will be decorating the Church for Christmas on
Saturday, December 22nd, starting at 10:00 a.m.
There will be something for everyone to do. I need a
couple of people who can climb low ladders and go up on
a lift. I need flower arrangers, bow makers and tree light
hangers. Come share an hour or more of your time and
talent and help our church get ready to celebrate the birth
of Jesus. All are welcome.
Fr. Michael

Parish Ministry Announcements
Adorers Needed
Sunday, 1 pm, 3 pm, 5 pm, 7 pm
Monday, 2 am
Friday, 6 pm
Saturday, 6 pm , 8 pm

Contact: Dan Gregoire at 805 539-8213 or Linda
Gregoire at 805 539-8214 or djgregoire@yahoo.com

Parish Bible Studies
MONDAY MORNING

“Experience a Life-Changing Encounter with God’s
Word
St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church will be conducting
their Scripture program every Monday morning with the
study of Wisdom Literature. Both men and women attend these classes – all are welcome as we “Journey Toward Freedom.” Classes will start at10:00 a.m. to 12
noon, room 2 in the Parish Hall. For further information,
please call Rita at 1-805-484-2414.”
WEDNESDAY MORNING
The St. Paschal’s Wednesday Morning Women’s Study start at
9AM in the Church Community Room. For more information
contact: Maureen Scanlon (805) 796-0546 or Mary Kate Marini
(805) 551-3750 for more information

TO ALL MEN OF THE PARISH (18 yrs. and older) your invited to join our next monthly meeting in the Parish Hall.
Come and join us for connecting with friends, learn about upcoming events and parish fund raisers noted below. As always,
our social hour will feature premium spirits with a local flair,
and about 7pm our talented Kitchen Crew has a great seasonal
meal planned.
•

If you haven’t already done so, pick up ‘Stars’ from the
Christmas Trees - Children Christmas gift collection.

•

7 Jan Mon 6:00pm General Meeting in St Thomas
Aquinas Hall
• 3 Feb Sun Super Bowl Party - See Men’s Club web site
for additional details: http://www.spbmensclub.org/
Please visit our Men’s Club site: www.spbmensclub.org and
see the updated Fall Fest pictures of the dunk tank, and Raffle
ticket winners ‘like us’ on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
spbMensClub

All men of the parish are invited to attend the annual
retreat at Serra Retreat Center in Malibu. This year’s
theme is “Finding Our Way”. The retreat will begin on
Friday evening January 18 after dinner and will conclude
with mass and lunch on Sunday, January 20, 2019. For
reservations call Serra direct at 310-456-6631 or go online at www.serraretreat.com. For additional information,
call Ed Krol at 805-497-7337

Hope for Troubled Marriages

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Wednesday night Bible Study is held each Wednesday in the
Community room of the Church. For more information, please
contact Sherry Reynolds 805-427--6461.

THURSDAY MORNING
Thursday Morning Bible Study will take a Christmas
break after December 6. We will resume on January 10
in the hall, 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. All are welcome. For more
information, contact Barbara Durand, 805-497-1370.

Women’s Opus Dei Evening of Recollection
All women are invited to an Evening of Recollection sponsored by Opus Dei. It will take place on Monday, December
3rd in the church from 7-9 PM. There will be two meditations,
a talk and time for personal prayer and Confession. The evening will end with Benediction. If you have any questions please
contact Marisa Schoeffer 818-517-0951

Retrouvaille (REH-tro-v-eye) is a peer marriage ministry
program that has helped thousands of married couples
who are experiencing disillusion or misery in their marriage, even separated or divorced, rediscover a loving
marriage relationship. The program begins with a weekend stay followed by a series of post-weekend sessions.
For information, including cost, or to register for the next
Los Angeles program., please call 909-900-5465 or email: 6006@retrouvaille.org. For more information,
visit HelpOurMarriage.com.

Opus Dei Men’s Evening of Recollection
Men are invited to an Evening of Recollection sponsored by
Opus Dei on Monday, December 17th. The Evening of Recollection will be in St. Paschal Baylon church starting at 6:45
pm and ending at 8:45 pm with light refreshments. For more
details please call Bob Jensen at 805-492-8953.

Bulletin Submission Deadline
NOTE: Effective immediately, all bulletin submissions are to be e-mailed to
Parish@stpaschal.org by end of business day on the Thursday the week before the Sunday Bulletin.

Weekly Scripture Readings
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Take off your robe of mourning and
misery; put on the splendor of glory from God
(Baruch 5:1-9).
Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we are
filled with joy (Psalm 126).
Second Reading — I am confident that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until
the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11).
Gospel — The winding roads shall be made straight, and
the rough ways made smooth (Luke 3:1-6).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Monday:
Tuesday:

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;
Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:3947, or any readings from the Common of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2ac, 3b, 15-16,
18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday:
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7;
Lk 3:10-18

AWAITING THE SALVATION OF GOD
The world does not seem big enough to contain the jubilation of the first reading. In the Gospel reading, the Roman empire isn’t big enough, either. The great powers of Rome are named and made to stand waiting for the arrival of God’s
salvation. And we find Paul meditating joyfully on what really matters.
According to Baruch, the city of Jerusalem is like a person standing on tiptoe looking for God’s salvation, which is
coming from the east. Those who were led away on foot, heads down, now come back, a proud people. Why, the very
way is smoothed out. The path is lined with fragrant, lush trees.
It can’t get any better than this, can it? Well, yes, it can. For a voice calls out in the desert. Here is the beginning of
the salvation of God.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From Our Tradition
Look around most Catholic churches, and you will discover an image of John the Baptist, often in the old
baptistery, or in a window near where the font is or was located. He has two feast days in the calendar: one
commemorating his birth, and the other his death. There are only three nativities in our calendar: for Jesus,
for Mary, and for the Baptist. John’s birthday is reckoned according to the schedule given in Luke’s Gospel
of the angel’s announcement to Mary. The angel tells her that her cousin Elizabeth is in the sixth month of
pregnancy, and so Mary hastens to help her. Reckoning Christmas as December 25, we count backwards nine
months to March 25 for the Feast of the Annunciation. Then we count forward three months to June 24 for
John the Baptist’s birth. Halfway to Christmas, his nativity gives ample reason for rejoicing in the summer,
and his symbols of fire and water are used playfully in bonfires and dives into the sea. Even at the polar opposite of Christmas in the calendar, the energy of Christ’s birth in the Incarnation provides cause for rejoicing.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2018
God has commanded
that every lofty mountain be made low.
— Baruch 5:7

ELECTRONIC GIVING = EASY AS 1-2-3
Thanks to those who have answered the call and
switched from envelopes to electronic giving! Here
are some benefits to setting up automatic, recurring
offertory gifts (via your credit or debit card):
• Intentional - Scheduling your donations in this
way helps you make giving back a priority.
♦ Secure - Giving online is more secure than using
checks or cash, because electronic gifts cannot
be lost or stolen.
• Simple - You won’t worry about whether or not
you remembered your checkbook or cash. And, if
you go out of town or miss Mass for any reason,
your gift to St. Paschal is taken care of.
♦

Environment - E-giving helps us save money
and protect the environment by eliminating the
cost of providing envelopes, postage and other
paper resources. And finally,

• Consistency - Electronic giving creates a consistent stream of income and stabilizes our offertory,
allowing us to budget and make plans for all our
programs and ministries.
So what are you waiting for? Make the switch today
to weekly or monthly E-giving by visiting
www.stpaschal.org .
E-GIVING IS AS EASY AS 1-2-3!
1. VISIT www.stpaschal.org scroll down to Quick
Links “ Online Giving”
2. ENTER your weekly or monthly gift amount.
3. ENTER your credit or bank information.
By giving electronically, you are a sustaining donor
of the mission and ministry of St. Paschal’s.
Thank you!
Fr. Michael
TRIP TO ITALY!
The Italian Catholic Federation (ICF) is sponsoring a trip
to Southern Italy & Sicily from May 2nd-11th, 2019. ICF
Members and Non-Members are welcome to participate.
Special discounted price for those who sign up with their
deposit early.
We will be visiting Pompeii, Sorrento, Toarmina, Palermo, Agrigento and more. We are looking forward to a
wonderful time in Italy and we hope you can come along!
For questions or to sign up, please contact Sonja Oliver,
at 805-300-3488 or sgoliver@cs.com.

St. Vincent de Paul Pantry
We are hoping you could also continue to
bring in groceries to help out. You can
leave them at the back of the church or take
them to the Pantry when it is open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 12 pm. Thank you so much for your
assistance. God bless you for your support for the hungry
and homeless. If you have any questions, please call
Cathy at 805-341-3026.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
SVDP is an international Catholic ministry which works
with the poor, the homeless, and the disenfranchised people of its community. Here at St. Paschal Baylon our St.
Vincent de Paul keeps a pantry open from 10 am to 12
pm Monday through Friday. Although we are mainly a
food pantry, we also assist with bills for utilities, rent or
gas. Our clients do not have to belong to the Parish but
they must be from the Conejo Valley. We work with other Societies of SVDP to maximize our assistance.
We rely on our parishioners for food through donations
through Project Response, drop-offs at the back of the
church and other ministries who do collections during the
year.
Pope Francis tells us to live our Faith with the Corporal
Works of Mercy. Through the ministry of SVDP we feed
the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the needy, and
help with housing. Come join us! The rewards are
great! We are in need of volunteers to assist us in our
works of mercy. Time commitment is one shift at the
pantry every other week and if possible bi-monthly meetings. Please call Cathy Hines (805-341-3026) or Sandy
Elias (805-405-2586) if you have any questions.

Join in the 5th Annual Sisters of Notre Dame Nun Run
5K, 1 Mile and Community Service Fair on Saturday,
February 2, 2019 at La Reina High School & Middle
School in Thousand Oaks.
The event will feature 5K chip timing, team awards, finishers medals, and a pancake breakfast! Local non- profit
service organizations will be present to share information
about their mission, programs and volunteer opportunities. This is a family- friendly event and is open to all
ages and fitness levels. Proceeds support the Sisters of
Notre Dame Life & Ministry Fund, providing spiritual,
educational and social outreach locally around the world.
For sign up, pricing details and race start times, please
visit our website at: nun.run. For additional questions,
please contact Jen Coito at: jcoito@sndca.orgJoin in the
educational and social outreach locally around the world.

St. Paschal Traditional Choir
invites anyone that loves singing to join the
choir. The choir rehearses Thursday evenings
from 7:15-9:00 in the choir loft and sings at the 10:45
Mass. No auditions are necessary and it isn’t necessary to
read music. If you are interested to join the St. Paschal
Traditional Choir contact the Director, Dr. Kevin Stoller
at Kevin@stpaschal.org.

Join St. Paschal Baylon
Church Children’s Choir!
“Calling All Children” - St. Paschal Baylon Church
Children’s Choir is open to all Children grades 1-8 in
our Community. It is for children who would like to sing
or play an instrument at our Sunday Masses. We rehearse every Thursday from 3:30 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
inside the Church, and we sing once a month at the 9:00
A.M. Mass. Come make new friends in a friendly, faith
filled atmosphere. No audition necessary. No fees. Join
us as we sing, praise and have fun! For more information
contact Parish Children’s Choir Director, Caroline Esposito @ esposito4u@aol.com, or at 805-402-2209.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!

He who sings, prays twice
-St. Augustine

St. Paschal's Respect Life
The Respect Life Ministry meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. in Room One of
the hall. We work to spread God’s word and encourage
the culture of life. We do this with prayer, with pro- life
literature and by supporting clinics that save the lives of
the unborn. We live in a time when being Christian and
doing God’s work is not easy. We invite you to join us in
helping to protect God’s most innocent and vulnerable
wherever those lives are threatened. If you have any question you can call Della at (805) 529-6101
SAVE THE DATE:

Simbang Gabi 2018

Friday, December 21st
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 6:30 PM
Mass at 7:00 PM
Come and join us on this annual traditional Filipino
celebration. Fellowship and refreshments in the Parish
Hall after Mass.

Boy Scout and Cub Scout News
Calling all Boys - Kindergarten through High School
St. Paschal's Boy Scout Troop 799 and Cub Scout Pack
3799 invite you to join them for fun and adventure.
Join us at our next meeting in the SPB Hall. Boy Scouts
meet at 7:00 pm every Mon. night. For more info: Dan
Gregoire, 805-539-8213, or ScoutPack3799@gmail.com

Email Scam and Fraud ALERT!
Fr. Michael’s parish email was hacked by a
spammer. Fraudulent emails were sent out to staff
and parishioners requesting gift cards or making other special requests. The spammer used a fake Gmail
account. The emails did not come from Fr. Michael.
It has recently been reported that other pastors
have also been hacked here in the Archdiocese and
in other dioceses in the California as well as other
parts of the United States.
Please disregard any such emails. Do not respond. A careful inspection of the return email address reveal misspellings, a fake email or other incorrect information.
Your kind attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated.
Fr. Michael Rocha (the real one)
Pastor
SUPPORT FOR THE WOOLSEY & HILL FIRES

The Woolsey and Hill Fires in the southern part of the
Santa Barbara Region has forced thousands to flee with
no end in sight. Highway closures have many stranded
with nowhere to go and the immediate need for food
and shelter is apparent. Two of our parishes have also
evacuated and although no buildings have been reported lost, we also know that it will take several days to
learn the full extent of any damage or injury.
Earlier this year the Thomas Fire which affected so
many of our own family and friends taught us how important it is to be prepared to provide shelter, food and
temporary financial support.
The fund that was created to provide immediate and
critical support during the Thomas Fire has been expanded to now include those affected by the Woolsey
and Hill fires.
Your donation can be mailed to:
The Fire Fund c/o SBPR
3240 Calle Pinon
Santa Barbara, CA 93108
Or, simply place your check made out to the Fire Fund
c/o SBPR in the parish Sunday collection basket.
If you know of anyone who is in immediate need of
temporary shelter, food or assistance, they can contact
the pastor of their nearest Catholic church for help.

Pray The Rosary
Join the community in praying the
Rosary everyday after the 8:15 mass.
All are welcome.
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Weekly Word Find

Hispanic Ministry
MISAS EN ESPAÑOL

EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

CONFESIONES

MATRIMONIOS

Sábados a las 7:00pm
Domingo a las 12:30pm

Sábados de 10 a 11:30 A.M.
En la escuela Ext. 116

Sábado de 3:30 a 5:00pm

Registrarse con 6 meses de anticipación.
Hacer cita con algunos de los sacerdotes

GRUPO DE JOVENES

Viernes: de 15 años en adelante
7:30pm en el Salón Multiusos

GRUPOS DE ORACION
Lunes y Viernes 7:00pm
Saló

¡URGEN PROFETAS DE JUSTICIA! JUAN,
¿dónde estás?
Por ningún lado se escuchan ni se ven solicitudes para ser
profeta. Abundan los buscadores de trabajo, de puestos en
el poder de todo tipo, pero, en nuestro desierto actual escasean los profetas. San Lucas nos presenta a Juan el Bautista como un hombre de Dios, claro, recio y decidido a
todo con tal de preparar el camino para
Dios. Juan no odia a las personas pero si aborrece el mal
que se ha venido metiéndose y apoderándose de los corazones, la conciencia, el comportamiento de grupos y de la
forma como operan y se organizan las instituciones políticas y religiosas. Invitan a un cambio real y profundo. Por
eso nadie busca el oficio de profeta, porque tenemos miedo a las consecuencias y a la muerte. Sin embargo, aunque también nos enfrentamos día a día con la desgracia de
vivir callados, medio escondidos y sobreviviendo ante las
injusticias sociales que alzan bardas y fronteras a los caminos del Dios que viene.
Es muy bella y alentadora la visión del profeta Baruc
que anima al pueblo a vivir confiando en Dios y levantando los ojos para ver el camino que el Señor le va mostrando. Misericordia y justicia son como tambores que marcan el paso de todos los que quieren andar el camino de
Dios.
Sin embargo, todavía con frecuencia vemos organizaciones sociales, culturales y obreras luchando por un lado,
mientras que muchos líderes y servidores en le Iglesia
anuncian el Evangelio con los ojos vendados a la realidad
y al sufrimiento de sus hermanos. Hasta podríamos pensar
en quienes rechazan algunos esfuerzos eclesiales orientados a la cuestión social como si fuera algo raro o fuera de
su competencia.
Este adviento y toda nuestra vida cristiana se encuentra ante llamado de Cristo para anunciar el Evangelio poniendo la justicia en el centro de todo lo que hacemos.
Juan el Bautista, como figura clave del Adviento, nos pone en el camino para abrir los ojos y nuestro corazón, y
desarrollar un verdadero liderazgo que abra rumbos nuevos de misericordia y justicia. Es un auténtico profeta.
¿Conoces las iniciativas de la Campaña para el desarrollo
humano de los Obispos de
Estados Unidos?

BAUTIZOS

Llamar al 496-0222 Ext. 116 &117

QUINCEAÑERAS
Registrarse con 6 meses de anticipación
VIVIENDO NUESTRA FE
Evangelli Nuntiandi (Para anunciar el evangelio, 29) del
papa Pablo VI (1976) establece una fuerte relación entre
la promoción de la justicia y la evangelización. Esta no
está completa si ignora los problemas y situaciones de los
pueblos que tienen que ver con el desarrollo, liberación
del desarrollo auténtico, los salarios justos y el respeto a
la dignidad humana, especialmente a los pobres y desprotegidos. Reflexionemos en nuestros ministerios y servicios eclesiales: Catequesis, homilías, servicios de comunión a los enfermos y las tareas y proyectos de tantos grupos. Todos y cada uno estamos llamados a trabajar por la
justicia y el bien común.

¿SABÍA QUE?
Practique la conciencia situacional como parte de sus
planes de viaje de vacaciones
En Navidad, las familias se reúnen para pasar esta bendita
temporada rodeadas de sus seres queridos, y para muchas
familias esto implica algunos viajes. Los padres de familia con niños pequeños que usen las carreteras o los aeropuertos deben estar conscientes de la situación para garantizar la seguridad de sus hijos. La conciencia situacional significa estar alerta y saber lo que sucede a su alrededor. Manténgase atento/a de las actividades sospechosas
y conozca dónde están los miembros de su familia en todo momento. No se distraiga con su teléfono u otros dispositivos electrónicos, sólo toma un minuto para que un
niño desaparezca de su vista. Para obtener más consejos
sobre viajes de vacaciones, visitehttp://www.catholic.org/
travel/story.php?id=65521.

JuLecturas Para el Domingo 16 de Diciembre de 2018
Sofonlas 3: 14-18
Filipenses 4: 4-7
Lucas 3: 10-18

YES, COUNT ME IN!
St. Paschal Baylon is proud to announce the recent response to our Increased Offertory Program.
♦ 341 Commitment Cards Received
♦ 65 Newly Registered Parishioners
♦ 68 Individuals Requesting Envelopes
♦ 15 Individuals Requesting Electronic Giving Information
As you know, the program was put in place to help our church better meet its financial responsibilities. The response to our efforts has helped to increase our Saturday and Sunday collections. Many of you have received your
Commitment packets in the mail, others have received them at your Ministry and/or Group meetings and many of
you have filled out a card during “Count me in” weekend. The initial results of the program are encouraging, since
more parishioners are expected to return a Commitment Card over the next few weeks. Once all active contributors have returned a commitment Card, it is anticipated we will be more successful in our attempts to improve our
regular contributions.

PLEASE PARTICIPATE!
If you haven’t already, please participate in this important program for St. Paschal Baylon Church. All parishioners are asked to fill-out a Commitment Card and indicate your new weekly offertory contribution for the
coming year. Once you have completed the Commitment Envelope, you can place it in the Offertory Collection
Basket, mail it to the parish or personally deliver it to the Parish Office.

THANK YOU! 
A warm and special thanks is extended to those parishioners who have already returned a Commitment
Card. We appreciate your support and the understanding of our financial need. Your generosity will enable our
parish community to better plan for its financial future, Thank You!!
Fr. Michael

Lovely Piano Solos of Many Favorite Songs and Hymns

Shall We Gather
805-250-5459
www.toplumbing.com
Complete Plumbing Services
Family Owned
& Local Parishioner
Visa
LIC #993406
MC
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

by Jerry Galipeau

Get this

Available on CD - $17
World Library Publications

weekly bulletin

The music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

delivered by

Standing on the Rock CD

by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC

email - for FREE!

for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible
stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for
preschool children and those who are
in early grade school.

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

$17.00 + S&H

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.
•
•
•
•

Call Today!

The Most Complete

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Online National

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

Directory of

Check It Out Today!

billed quarterly

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

Catholic Parishes

• Full & Part Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
www.jspaluch.com

No Act of Charity is Foreign to the Society.
Donate Used but Serviceable Items
Automobiles, furniture, refrigerators, bedding, washers, dryers, & clothing
513105 St Paschal Baylon Church (B)

Call 1-800-974-3571
For truck pick-up

www.jspaluch.com

MONEY!
GOOD! MAKE A

EARN
DO

POSITIVE IMPACT!

PETE’S PLUMBING CO.
Water Heaters • Disposals
All Plumbing Repairs
Lic. # 383946

(805) 496-3773
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Hug Home Care Agency

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

(Parishioner Owned & Operated)

Compassionate Caregivers
Lowest Rates with Highest Quality
1 FREE Transportation to Dr. Appt. or Errand per mo.
Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Call Christine – 805-222-5085
www.hughomecareagency.net
Lic, Bonded & Insured

Questions about Changes to Medicare 2019?
LOCATORS

CHRISTY NARULA, Local Parishioner
Tel: (805) 208-5774

®

NO COST
Referral Service

ShopHealthInsuranceSolutions@gmail.com

Lic# 0D25542

Lic# 17-00034014

Angelique Sieverson

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

Owner & Parishioner
Matchmaking Seniors w/ Caring Providers

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

C: 805-300-3535
Angelique@AssistedLivingLocators.com
ThousandOaks.AssistedLivingLocators.com

KEVIN JESTER, CPA
Accounting and Tax
496-9990
43 Skyline Dr., Thousand Oaks
Parishioner

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas
featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols
and a reading of the Gospel of
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby!
Also available on vinyl.

800-566-6150

Photo Courtesy of
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

Margaret Mooradian Dutton
Realtor®
Cal DRE License #01414482

Direct 805.807.0616

NORTH

Serving Conejo Valley
& Surrounding Communities

OAKS

PHARMACY

Traditional Sales, Trusts, Probate,
Short Sales, Foreclosures, Investments

QUALITY • INTEGRITY • COMPASSION

GOLD COAST, MEDICARE
& OT H E R I N S U R A N C E S

2555 Townsgate Road • Suite 200 • Westlake Village 91361

1014 E. Avenida De Los Arboles
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

With Hearts and Voices

Mon-Fri: 9-7
Sat:
9-4
Sun: 10-2
Free Delivery!

More than 80 traditional Catholic songs and prayers.
Large print for older eyes.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

www.NorthOaksRxCare.com

Songs and Prayers of
a Faithful People

Book ($3) • Four-CD Music set ($49.95) • Spoken Prayers CD ($17)

An ideal companion
for personal prayer.
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

WORLD LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS

Download Our Free App or Visit

northoakspharmacy@gmail.com

The music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Phone 805.241.0935

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

513105 St Paschal Baylon Church (A)

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal

www.jspaluch.com

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

