Sunday December 2, 2018
First Sunday of Advent

Saint Paschal Baylon Catholic Church
155 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, California 91360
Phone (805) 496 - 0222
Fax (805) 379 - 2506
www.stpaschal.org

Parish Center Hours

Clergy

Monday—Friday: 9:00am—5:30pm
Closed for Lunch– 12:00pm—1:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am—12 noon
Sunday: 9:00am—12 noon

Fr. Michael Rocha
Pastor
805-496-0222 ext. 103
frmichael@stpaschal.org

Eucharistic Liturgies

Fr. Luis Estrada
Associate Pastor
805-496-0222 Ext. 170
Frluis@stpaschal.org

Daily Mass: 8:15AM (Monday - Saturday)
Saturday: 5:30PM, (Vigil) 7:00PM (Spanish)
Sundays: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM
(Spanish), 5:30PM

Fr. Al Enriquez
Associate Pastor
805-496-0222 Ext. 125
Fral@stpaschal.org

Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12noon, 5:30 pm and
7:00 pm (Bilingual)

Senior Deacon Jim Robinson
805-496-0222 Ext: 123
deaconjim@stpaschal.org

Sacraments

Confession: Saturday: 3:30—5:00PM

Deacon Mitch Ito
805-496-0222 Ext: 122
deaconmitch@stpaschal.org

Marriage: Please Call the Parish Office
Baptism: Please Call the Parish Office

Deacon Guillermo Rodriguez
805-496-0222 Ext: 133
deaconmemo@stpaschal.org

Adoration Chapel

6:00am—10:00pm (Open To All)
10:00pm—6:00am (Code Required)

GO TO
www.stpaschal.org
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦

Funeral Notices
(under “Special Masses, Events &
Celebrations”)
Schedule for Communion Ministers
Confirmation Class Schedules
Register as a Parishioner
Sign up for on-line giving

Pastor’s Corner
This weekend we enter the Season of Advent and we
begin a new Liturgical Year. Advent can be complex and
has been like that for much of human history. It is easy
for us to see Advent as a wreath with 3 violet and 1 rose
colored candles, familiar hymns of anticipation and, of
course, shopping and preparations for Christmas. But
Advent is a whole “season” of life, more than just these
four weeks.
In the first reading, we find hopeful and exuberant
words from the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah was prophesying about the advent of peace and stability for the Jewish people. They had been struggling in exile after the
destruction of Jerusalem generations before. The people
had become despondent of ever returning and having a
temple again. God calls Jeremiah to proclaim a message
of hope. Theirs was a very long season of advent. Yet
with mercy and hope proclaimed, they could endure until
the eventual restoration of Jerusalem and the coming of
the messiah.
In Luke’s Gospel, we find Jesus instructing the disciples to prepare themselves and those who come after for
a further long season of advent. That time will precede
the return of Christ. As humankind heads toward the end
of the ages, there will be catastrophic signs in the heavens and the seas. Nations will be in turmoil. Jesus says,
“People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world. For the powers of heaven will be
shaken.”
Are we not living in that very season this Advent?
What signs do we see in the heavens, on the earth and in
the seas? What signs do we see in nations? Or what signs
do we see in relations among peoples in the neighborhoods where we live as well as around the globe?
Jesus offers us hope. “When these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.”
Finally, we consider the season of Advent in our own
lives. Paul says it so well: “May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just
as we have for you. [May that love] strengthen your
hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus.”
Challenges, conflicts, decisions, uncertainties —these
things and many others will be part of our season during
this Advent. Giving every person selfless love may seem
out of the realm of possibility at times.
But with the hope offered by Jeremiah and with the
redemption brought by Jesus Christ, we can live in the
strength of God in our own season of Advent, however
long that may be. Jesus’ words to us are, “Be vigilant at
all times and pray that you have the strength to escape
the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the
Son of Man.”
In recent weeks we have passed through some very
challenging events. There were moments that challenged
our faith as well as our endurance. We have survived.
We have so much to be grateful for and so much to look
forward to. May this Advent Season lead us from the
pain and destructive events of recent times with hope.
Let us seek a better tomorrow with anticipation and holiness as we prepare ourselves for the celebration of the
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ at Christmas.
Father Michael Rocha

Rincón del Pastor
Este fin de semana entramos en la temporada de Adviento y comenzamos un nuevo año litúrgico. El Adviento
puede ser complejo y ha sido así durante gran parte de la
historia humana. Es fácil para nosotros ver el Adviento
como una corona con 3 velas de color violeta y 1 rosa,
himnos familiares de anticipación y, por supuesto, compras y preparativos para la Navidad. Pero el Adviento es
toda una "estación" de la vida, más que estas cuatro semanas.
En la primera lectura, encontramos palabras esperanzadoras y exuberantes del profeta Jeremías. Jeremías estaba
profetizando acerca del advenimiento de la paz y la estabilidad para el pueblo judío. Habían estado luchando en el
exilio después de la destrucción de Jerusalén generaciones
anteriores. La gente se había desanimado de volver y tener
un templo nuevamente. Dios llama a Jeremías a proclamar
un mensaje de esperanza. El suyo fue un Adviento muy
largo. Sin embargo, con la misericordia y la esperanza
proclamadas, podrían resistir hasta la eventual restauración de Jerusalén y la venida del Mesías.
En el Evangelio de Lucas, encontramos a Jesús instruyendo a los discípulos para que se preparen ellos mismos y
los que vengan después para otro Adviento largo. Ese
tiempo precederá el regreso de Cristo. A medida que la
humanidad se dirige hacia el final de los tiempos, habrá
signos catastróficos en los cielos y los mares. Las naciones
estarán en agitación. Jesús dice: “La gente morirá de miedo ante lo que viene sobre el mundo. Porque los poderes
del cielo serán sacudidos".
¿No estamos viviendo en esa misma estación este Adviento? ¿Qué señales vemos en los cielos, en la tierra y en
los mares? ¿Qué señales vemos en las naciones? ¿O qué
signos vemos en las relaciones entre la gente en los vecindarios donde vivimos y en todo el mundo?
Jesús nos ofrece esperanza. "Cuando estos signos comiencen a suceder, manténganse erguidos y levanten la
cabeza porque su redención está a la mano".
Finalmente, consideramos la temporada de Adviento en
nuestras propias vidas. Pablo lo dice muy bien: “Que el
Señor los haga crecer e incrementar el amor unos por otros
y por todos, tal como nosotros lo hemos hecho por ustedes. [Que el amor] fortalezca sus corazones, para ser irreprensibles en la santidad delante de nuestro Dios y Padre
en la venida de nuestro Señor Jesús."
Desafíos, conflictos, decisiones, incertidumbres: estas
cosas y muchas otras serán parte de nuestra temporada
durante este Adviento. Darle a cada persona amor desinteresado puede parecer fuera de la realidad, a veces.
Pero con la esperanza ofrecida por Jeremías y con la
redención traída por Jesucristo, podemos vivir en la fuerza
de Dios en nuestra propia temporada de Adviento, por
muy larga que sea. Las palabras de Jesús para nosotros
son: "Estén atentos en todo momento y oren para que tengan la fuerza para escapar de las tribulaciones que son inminentes y para estar delante del Hijo del Hombre".
En las últimas semanas hemos pasado por algunos
eventos muy desafiantes. Hubo momentos que desafiaron
nuestra fe y nuestra resistencia. Hemos sobrevivido. Tenemos mucho agradecer y un largo camino por delante. Que
esta temporada de Adviento nos guíe para salir del dolor y
los eventos destructivos de los últimos días con esperanza.
Busquemos un mejor mañana con anticipación y santidad,
mientras nos preparamos para la celebración del nacimiento de nuestro Señor y Salvador Jesucristo en la Navidad.
Padre Michael Rocha

Parish InformaƟon
TOGETHER IN MISSION 2018
Thank you to everyone who have met
their pledge goal. All money received
over goal is returned to our Parish to use
for programs and ministries.
Thank you again for your continued generosity!
Fr. Michael.
First Sunday of Advent
As we begin Advent we are called to “wait” in joyful anticipation for the grace of Christmas to once again bless
our Lives. Wherever you live in our parish, there are
poor families within walking distance of your home.
When in need, they knock on our St. Vincent de Paul’s
door.
Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul poor box
will help the poor celebrate the grace of God’s
love this Christmas.

St. Paschal Baylon Parish welcomes new
members through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Our Thursday
sessions are planned specifically for those
who desire to become Catholic and are not
baptized; OR were baptized in another
Christian denomination; OR are a baptized
Catholic who has not received the sacraments of Confirmation and/or Holy Eucharist. Please join us to explore the Catholic
faith on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Parish
Community room beginning September 6.
For more information, contact Sister Marie
Paul, 805-917-3760 or mgrech@sndca.org.

DID YOU KNOW?
Keep Santa visits safe and secret-free
It’s the Christmas season, which means children around
the archdiocese will be lining up for a picture with Santa
and a chance to tell him what they hope to find under
their trees this year. The Santa visit is a fun holiday tradition, but it’s not a time when parents can let their guard
down. Santa and his helpers are usually volunteers and
may not have gone through screenings or tests to ensure
your child’s safety, so it’s up to you. Keep an eye on anything happening while your child visits with Santa. Never step away from the action, even for a moment,
and don’t allow your children to be led away to another
room. For a copy of the complete VIRTUS® article, “Safety for Children AND Santa’s Helpers,” visit http://www.la-archdiocese.org/org/protecting/Pages/
VIRTUS-Current-Online-Articles.aspx

Week Mass Intentions
SUNDAY December 2
7:30
9:00
10:45
12:30
5:30

The Parishioners of St. Paschal Baylon
Reggie Lavon Hill (D)
Anthony Lenko (D)
Fred Steagall (D)
George Shaffer (D)

MONDAY December 3
8:15

Rebecca White (D)

TUESDAY December 4
Casey Sipes (D)
8:15
WEDNESDAY December 5
Vincent Tunzi, Sr. (D)

8:15

THURSDAY December 6
8:15

Marie Mc Bride (D)

FRIDAY December 7
Cristen Cervellini-Calfo & Vincent Cervellini (D)

8:15

SATURDAY December 8
8:15
12:00
5:30
7:00

Canida Cosme (D)
Don Manrique (D)
Diane Mercieca (D)
Nan Rager (D)

SUNDAY December 9
7:30
9:00
10:45
12:30
5:30

Donna Scatitaloni (D)
The Parishioners of St. Paschal Baylon
Norman Hawley (D)
Miguel Campizano Maravilla & Juana Maravilla Molinero (D)

Patrick Mockler (D)

Repose of the Soul
Peter Fieweger, Patrick O’Connell,
Don Kirchner, Jerry Broms & Carmen Turco
Weekly Prayer Intentions
Tina Longenecker, Joe O’Brien, Tim Beaulieu
Timothy Jordan, Jane Pesce & Jamie Vlach

Parish InformaƟon
Parish Center:
Bookkeeper
Ext: 102
Business Manager
Ext: 104
Bulletin Editor
Confirmation Coordinator
Ext. 169
Director of Music Ministry
Ext: 111
Hispanic Ministry
Ext:116
RCIA
Ext: 0
Religious Education
Ext: 115
St. Vincent de Paul Society
School Principal
805-495-9340
University Series

805-496-0222
MaryPat Davoren
MaryPat@stpaschal.org
JoAnn Zullo
Joann@stpaschal.org
Parish@stpaschal.org
Frank Williams, II
Frank@stpaschal.org
Kevin Stoller
kevin@stpaschal.org
Irma Diaz
Irma@stpaschal.org
Sr.Marie Paul Grech, SND
mgrech@sndca.org
Jennifer McCarthy
Jennifer@stpaschal.org
Ext: 109
Ryan Bushore
Principal@stpaschal.org
Ext. 119
Office@theuniversityseries.org

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, December 8
Immaculate Conception - Holy Day of Obligation
8:15 AM - Fr. Al
12 noon - Fr. Michael
Saturday, December 8
5:30 PM- Fr. Al
7:00PM - Fr. Michael
Sunday, December 9
7:30 AM - Fr. Michael
9:00AM - Fr. Al
10:45AM - Fr. Al
12:30PM - Fr. Luis
5:30 PM - Fr. Michael

Pilgrimage to Mexico City & The Shrine of Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Join Archbishop José H. Gomez on this
Pilgrimage
Two Packages
4-days, July 11-14, 2019
5-days, July 11-15, 2019
Saturday - Visit the Shrine, Procession, and Mass on
the Main Altar.
For a brochure, registration form, and additional information contact Judy Brooks or Mary Kay Delsohn
213-637-7551

Saturday, December 8
8:15 AM –Mateo G., Theresa R.
5:30 PM - Gavin M., Emily R., Samuel L.
Sunday, December 9
7:30 AM - Andrew S., Luke M., York K., Caroline L.
9:00 AM - Anthony C., Vincent C., Vincent C., Max W.
10:45 AM - Domenic L., Justyn R., Tyler N., Justin T.
5:30 PM - Dylan B., Sophie G., Niki V.
*First name listed is the MC
**Altar Servers should arrive 15 minutes prior to
scheduled time*

SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN
St. Paschal Baylon will conduct;
VIRTUS TRAINING
Tuesday December 4th
7PM in the Parish Hall.
FINGERPRINTING
Tuesday December 18
Thursday, January 31st
By appointment only in the Parish Hall
The Archdiocese mandates VIRTUS training and
fingerprinting for all adults including volunteers working
with children.
Sign up at our website ww.stpaschal.org or call Chris at
496-0222 to reserve your place.
Support the Retirement Fund for Religious
A donor writes, “Your flyer touched my heart—seeing the
retired religious, such memories surfaced.” Do you remember the sisters, brothers, or religious order priests
who made a positive difference in your life?
Today many are elderly and need assistance. Their religious communities struggle to meet retirement needs
while continuing to serve the People of God. Please give
to next week’s collection.

Advent Penance Schedule - 7:00 PM
St. Jude - Monday - December 3, 2018
St. Julie Billiart - Monday - December 10, 2018
St. Paschal Baylon - Tuesday -December 11, 2018
St. Maximilian Kolbe - Tuesday -December 11, 2018
Holy Cross - Monday – December 17, 2018
Padre Serra - Wednesday – December 19, 2018
St. Peter Claver - Wednesday - December 19, 2018

Parish Ministry InformaƟon
SPBS School 2018
Dear Saint Paschal Baylon Community,
The holiday season is upon us! For me, and
probably many of you, it is my favorite time of the year. I fully
admit that I love the decorated houses (you could probably see
mine from an airplane), the Christmas carols, and spending
some quality time with my family. In fact, it is the time of year
that a lot of us host our extended families. There is usually a lot
of preparation that goes along with having families visit, to
welcome them into your homes for Christmas. The problem is,
sometimes we forget the preparation to welcome the one special
guest that comes into our lives at Christmas, Jesus Christ. That
is what Advent is all about.
Advent lasts for about four weeks in preparation for Christmas.
Not the shopping, baking, card sending, parties kind of
preparation, but the joyful waiting and anticipation of Christ
entering our world kind of preparation. The beauty of this
season is the fact that it is a rebirth of God entering into our
lives everyday. I find it incredibly spiritually fulfilling the
reminder that there is joy in waiting, and unlike Lent, Advent is
about hope, not repentance. The best analogy someone once
told me is that Lent is more like a spring cleaning, while Advent
is more of a getting your home ready for a special guest.
There are a few significant symbols that remind us of the
Advent season; a season where the colors are not red and green,
but actually purple and pink. On Sundays at Mass, we light
candles on the Advent wreath and many of us have some form
of Advent calendar to count the days to the coming of Christ.
During this time, if you begin to stress about Christmas, and all
the things that are still left to complete, I encourage you to take
some time for yourself to welcome His presence in your life.
From all of us here at Saint Paschal Baylon School, we wish
you many blessings this Advent season and a very Merry
Christmas.
Together in Faith,
Ryan Bushore
Principal

St. Paschal Baylon Parish welcomes new
members through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). If you desire to become Catholic and are: not baptized; OR were baptized in another Christian denomination; OR are a baptized Catholic who has not received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist, please contact Sister Marie Paul at
mgrech@sndca.org or 805-917-3760.
Funeral Notices
A reminder that Funeral Announcements are now listed
on our parish webpage (www.stpaschal.org). as they are
scheduled. Please look under “Special Masses, Events
and Celebrations”.

Faith Formation
Pre School through Jr. High
Religious Ed is in need of a volunteer for our junior high youth group, Thursday evenings from 78:30. If you would enjoy sharing your faith with
this lively group of youth, please contact Jennifer at 805-496-0222 /jennifer@stpaschal.org
Children’s Liturgy volunteers will be meeting on
Monday December 3rd at 5:30 pm. If you’d like to
be a part of this ministry, please
come join us.

Confirmation - High School
Registration for 2018/19 is available on our
website; stpaschal.org/confirmation.

Confirmation Classes
First Year November 18 @ 7pm
Second Year - December 2 @ 7pm
Youth Ministry
Frank Williams, Ext. 169
Confirmation Direct & Youth Minister
Frank@stpaschal.org

Join us: Thursdays, 7:008:30 pm in the Church
Community Room
for an opportunity to learn more about our Catholic faith and the beliefs we hold dear. Please continue to pray for all those who are seeking God in
their lives.
CATHOLICISM is a 10 part DVD series by Bishop Robert Barron on the Catholic Church and our traditions and
beliefs. Remaining meeting dates and topics are below.
December 6 - (No Meeting)
December 13 - Last Things
Thank you so much for your generosity! St. Vincent de Paul
Society is so thankful for your support of our See’s Candy
Fundraiser for the Borderline and Woolsey Fire Victims. We will be selling candy the weekend of December 15
and 16. May God bless each of you, your loved ones and our
community.

Parish Ministry Announcements
Adorers Needed
Sunday, 1 pm, 3 pm, 5 pm
Monday, 2 am
Wednesday, 10 pm, 11 pm
Saturday, 6 pm , 8 pm

Contact: Dan Gregoire at 805 539-8213 or Linda
Gregoire at 805 539-8214 or djgregoire@yahoo.com

Parish Bible Studies
MONDAY MORNING

“Experience a Life-Changing Encounter with God’s
Word
St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church will be conducting
their Scripture program every Monday morning with the
study of Wisdom Literature. Both men and women attend these classes – all are welcome as we “Journey Toward Freedom.” Classes will start at10:00 a.m. to 12
noon, room 2 in the Parish Hall. For further information,
please call Rita at 1-805-484-2414.”
WEDNESDAY MORNING
The St. Paschal’s Wednesday Morning Women’s Study start at
9AM in the Church Community Room. For more information
contact: Maureen Scanlon (805) 796-0546 or Mary Kate Marini
(805) 551-3750 for more information

WEDNESDAY EVENING

TO ALL MEN OF THE PARISH (18 yrs. and older) your invited to join our next monthly meeting in the Parish Hall.
Come and join us for connecting with friends, learn about upcoming events and parish fund raisers noted below. As always,
our social hour will feature premium spirits with a local flair,
and about 7pm our talented Kitchen Crew has a great seasonal
meal planned.
6:00 pm -1st Monday (Dec (3rd ) - General meeting in St
Thomas Aquinas Hall.
NOTE: We are collecting canned / packaged food for
Christmas dinner baskets at the December meeting.
•
If you haven’t already done so, pick up ‘Stars’ from the
Christmas Trees - Children Christmas gift collection.
•
7 Jan Mon 6:00pm General Meeting in St Thomas
Aquinas Hall
• 3 Feb Sun Super Bowl Party - See Men’s Club web site
for additional details: http://www.spbmensclub.org/
Please visit our Men’s Club site: www.spbmensclub.org and
see the updated Fall Fest pictures of the dunk tank, and Raffle
ticket winners ‘like us’ on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
spbMensClub

All men of the parish are invited to attend the annual
retreat at Serra Retreat Center in Malibu. This year’s
theme is “Finding Our Way”. The retreat will begin on
Friday evening January 18 after dinner and will conclude
with mass and lunch on Sunday, January 20, 2019. For
reservations call Serra direct at 310-456-6631 or go online at www.serraretreat.com. For additional information,
call Ed Krol at 805-497-7337

Wednesday night Bible Study is held each Wednesday in the
Community room of the Church. For more information, please
contact Sherry Reynolds 805-427--6461.

THURSDAY MORNING
Thursday Morning Bible Study will take a Christmas
break after December 6. We will resume on January 10
in the hall, 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. All are welcome. For more
information, contact Barbara Durand, 805-497-1370.

Women’s Opus Dei Evening of Recollection
All women are invited to an Evening of Recollection sponsored by Opus Dei. It will take place on Monday, December
3rd in the church from 7-9 PM. There will be two meditations,
a talk and time for personal prayer and Confession. The evening will end with Benediction. If you have any questions please
contact Marisa Schoeffer 818-517-0951

Knights of Columbus
Mystical Rose Council 5746
Please join us to pray a
Bilingual Holy Rosary
on the 2nd Tuesday of every month
at 7:00 pm in the Church Community room
Les invitan a rezar
el Santo Rosario bilingüe
en el salón comunitario
el 2º martes del mes a las 7:00pm

Opus Dei Men’s Evening of Recollection
Men are invited to an Evening of Recollection sponsored by
Opus Dei on Monday, December 17th. The Evening of Recollection will be in St. Paschal Baylon church starting at 6:45
pm and ending at 8:45 pm with light refreshments. For more
details please call Bob Jensen at 805-492-8953.

Bulletin Submission Deadline
NOTE: Effective immediately, all bulletin submissions are to be e-mailed to
Parish@stpaschal.org by end of business day on the Thursday the week before the Sunday Bulletin.

Weekly Scripture Readings
READINGS FOR THE WEEK

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The days are coming when the LORD
will fulfill the promise made to Israel and Judah
(Jeremiah 33:14-16).
Psalm — To you, O Lord, I lift my soul (Psalm 25).
Second Reading — Abound in love for one another and
for all (1 Thessalonians 3:12 — 4:2).
Gospel — Stand erect and raise your heads; your redemption is at hand (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36).

Monday:
Tuesday:

Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4;
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday:
Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11;
Lk 3:1-6

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

THE PROMISE OF JUSTICE

We are in fairly good company when we ask God for justice. Often enough we hear and agree with the lament of
the people of Israel asking God why the wicked prosper. However, when we call out for justice, we usually want someone to get his or her comeuppance. God’s justice is something other than this, of course. God’s justice comprises a wonderful rightness between God and humankind.
Today, Jeremiah looks ahead to a time when a just one will sprout from the shorn-off stump of Jesse of the house
and family of David. Life was not fair in Jeremiah’s time. Israel’s kings held the promise of God’s fidelity, but it was
difficult to see how God’s promise could be realized through them.
Nevertheless, Jeremiah lifts his voice and announces that the Promised One will come. Luke’s Gospel echoes that
announcement, and Paul is filled with sturdy encouragement. And so Advent begins with a promise.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Treasures From Our Tradition
Occasionally, someone raises a surprised complaint that while Christmas arrives on Santa’s sleigh at the Macy’s
parade on Thanksgiving Day, the Church doesn’t catch on too fast. They may even say that Advent is a new fangled
idea. Not so. To trace its beginnings, we have to go back to the fourth or fifth century in France (then Gaul), when
Epiphany was the favored day, next to Easter, for baptism. The old pagan structures of Rome were collapsing then, and
many people sought to be baptized. Since adults always prepared for baptism by fasting, folks counted back a few
weeks for a kind of retreat. Before too long, bishops were advising everyone to attend church frequently beginning on
December 17. Soon, artists were imagining ways of expressing the Advent mystery, and in Italy this gave rise to beautiful mosaics of empty thrones awaiting the arrival of the Lord of all creation.
Advent as we know it develops on two separate tracks: the first having to do with our spiritual preparation for celebrating the Christmas feast, and the second having to do with the way this is organized and expressed in the liturgical
readings and prayers every day of the season.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

First Sunday of Advent
December 2, 2018
I will raise up for David a just shoot;
he shall do what is right and just in the land.
— Jeremiah 33:15

ELECTRONIC GIVING = EASY AS 1-2-3
Thanks to those who have answered the call and
switched from envelopes to electronic giving! Here
are some benefits to setting up automatic, recurring
offertory gifts (via your credit or debit card):
• Intentional - Scheduling your donations in this
way helps you make giving back a priority.
♦ Secure - Giving online is more secure than using
checks or cash, because electronic gifts cannot
be lost or stolen.
• Simple - You won’t worry about whether or not
you remembered your checkbook or cash. And, if
you go out of town or miss Mass for any reason,
your gift to St. Paschal is taken care of.
♦

Environment - E-giving helps us save money
and protect the environment by eliminating the
cost of providing envelopes, postage and other
paper resources. And finally,

• Consistency - Electronic giving creates a consistent stream of income and stabilizes our offertory,
allowing us to budget and make plans for all our
programs and ministries.
So what are you waiting for? Make the switch today
to weekly or monthly E-giving by visiting
www.stpaschal.org .
E-GIVING IS AS EASY AS 1-2-3!
1. VISIT www.stpaschal.org scroll down to Quick
Links “ Online Giving”
2. ENTER your weekly or monthly gift amount.
3. ENTER your credit or bank information.
By giving electronically, you are a sustaining donor
of the mission and ministry of St. Paschal’s.
Thank you!
Fr. Michael
TRIP TO ITALY!
The Italian Catholic Federation (ICF) is sponsoring a trip
to Southern Italy & Sicily from May 2nd-11th, 2019. ICF
Members and Non-Members are welcome to participate.
Special discounted price for those who sign up with their
deposit early.
We will be visiting Pompeii, Sorrento, Toarmina, Palermo, Agrigento and more. We are looking forward to a
wonderful time in Italy and we hope you can come along!
For questions or to sign up, please contact Sonja Oliver,
at 805-300-3488 or sgoliver@cs.com.

St. Vincent de Paul Pantry
We are hoping you could also continue to
bring in groceries to help out. You can
leave them at the back of the church or take
them to the Pantry when it is open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 12 pm. Thank you so much for your
assistance. God bless you for your support for the hungry
and homeless. If you have any questions, please call
Cathy at 805-341-3026.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
is an international Catholic ministry which works
with the poor, the homeless, and the disenfranchised
people of its community. Here at St. Paschal Baylon
our St. Vincent de Paul keeps a pantry open from 10
am to 12 pm Monday through Friday. Although we
are mainly a food pantry, we also assist with bills for
utilities, rent or gas. Our clients do not have to belong to the Parish but they must be from the Conejo
Valley. We work with other Societies of SVDP to
maximize our assistance.
We rely on our parishioners for food through donations through Project Response, drop-offs at the
back of the church and other ministries who do collections during the year.
The rewards are great! We are in need of volunteers to
assist us in our works of mercy. Time commitment is
one shift at the pantry every other week and if possible bi
-monthly meetings. Please call Cathy Hines (805-3413026) or Sandy Elias (805-405-2586) if you have any
questions.

St. Paschal Traditional Choir
invites anyone that loves singing to join the
choir. The choir rehearses Thursday evenings
from 7:15-9:00 in the choir loft and sings at the 10:45
Mass. No auditions are necessary and it isn’t necessary to
read music. If you are interested to join the St. Paschal
Traditional Choir contact the Director, Dr. Kevin Stoller
at Kevin@stpaschal.org.

Join St. Paschal Baylon
Church Children’s Choir!
“Calling All Children” - St. Paschal Baylon Church
Children’s Choir is open to all Children grades 1-8 in
our Community. It is for children who would like to sing
or play an instrument at our Sunday Masses. We rehearse every Thursday from 3:30 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
inside the Church, and we sing once a month at the 9:00
A.M. Mass. Come make new friends in a friendly, faith
filled atmosphere. No audition necessary. No fees. Join
us as we sing, praise and have fun! For more information
contact Parish Children’s Choir Director, Caroline Esposito @ esposito4u@aol.com, or at 805-402-2209.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!

He who sings, prays twice
-St. Augustine

St. Paschal's Respect Life
The Respect Life Ministry meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. in Room One of
the hall. We work to spread God’s word and encourage
the culture of life. We do this with prayer, with pro- life
literature and by supporting clinics that save the lives of
the unborn. We live in a time when being Christian and
doing God’s work is not easy. We invite you to join us in
helping to protect God’s most innocent and vulnerable
wherever those lives are threatened. If you have any question you can call Della at (805) 529-6101
SAVE THE DATE:

Simbang Gabi 2018

Friday, December 21st
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 6:30 PM
Mass at 7:00 PM
Come and join us on this annual traditional Filipino
celebration. Fellowship and refreshments in the Parish
Hall after Mass.

Boy Scout and Cub Scout News
Calling all Boys - Kindergarten through High School
St. Paschal's Boy Scout Troop 799 and Cub Scout Pack
3799 invite you to join them for fun and adventure.
Join us at our next meeting in the SPB Hall. Boy Scouts
meet at 7:00 pm every Mon. night. For more info: Dan
Gregoire, 805-539-8213, or ScoutPack3799@gmail.com

Email Scam and Fraud ALERT!
Fr. Michael’s parish email was hacked by a
spammer. Fraudulent emails were sent out to staff
and parishioners requesting gift cards or making other special requests. The spammer used a fake Gmail
account. The emails did not come from Fr. Michael.
It has recently been reported that other pastors
have also been hacked here in the Archdiocese and
in other dioceses in the California as well as other
parts of the United States.
Please disregard any such emails. Do not respond. A careful inspection of the return email address reveal misspellings, a fake email or other incorrect information.
Your kind attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated.
Fr. Michael Rocha (the real one)
Pastor
SUPPORT FOR THE WOOLSEY & HILL FIRES

The Woolsey and Hill Fires in the southern part of the
Santa Barbara Region has forced thousands to flee with
no end in sight. Highway closures have many stranded
with nowhere to go and the immediate need for food
and shelter is apparent. Two of our parishes have also
evacuated and although no buildings have been reported lost, we also know that it will take several days to
learn the full extent of any damage or injury.
Earlier this year the Thomas Fire which affected so
many of our own family and friends taught us how important it is to be prepared to provide shelter, food and
temporary financial support.
The fund that was created to provide immediate and
critical support during the Thomas Fire has been expanded to now include those affected by the Woolsey
and Hill fires.
Your donation can be mailed to:
The Fire Fund c/o SBPR
3240 Calle Pinon
Santa Barbara, CA 93108
Or, simply place your check made out to the Fire Fund
c/o SBPR in the parish Sunday collection basket.
If you know of anyone who is in immediate need of
temporary shelter, food or assistance, they can contact
the pastor of their nearest Catholic church for help.

Pray The Rosary
Join the community in praying the
Rosary everyday after the 8:15 mass.
All are welcome.

Parish Calendar - December 2018

Weekly Word Find

Hispanic Ministry
MISAS EN ESPAÑOL

EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

CONFESIONES

MATRIMONIOS

Sábados a las 7:00pm
Domingo a las 12:30pm

Sábados de 10 a 11:30 A.M.
En la escuela Ext. 116

Sábado de 3:30 a 5:00pm

Registrarse con 6 meses de anticipación.
Hacer cita con algunos de los sacerdotes

GRUPO DE JOVENES

Viernes: de 15 años en adelante
7:30pm en el Salón Multiusos

GRUPOS DE ORACION
Lunes y Viernes 7:00pm
Saló

“QUE TENIENDO FE,
ESPEREN Y QUE ESPERANDO, AMEN”
Primer Domingo de Adviento. Primera semana de reflexión y celebración camino a la
Navidad, la celebración del nacimiento de Jesucristo Salvador del Mundo. ¿Cuál será el mejor signo o la mejor
actitud del que sabe esperar? San Agustín, cuando ya era
obispo de Hipona, encontró una frase que resume y sintetiza muy bien lo que debe ser la actitud y la vida de todo
verdadero creyente en Dios. Es la frase que citamos como
título para hoy, y que nos lleva a comprender que la fe
verdadera esta llena de esperanza; esperanza que cuando
está viva late al ritmo del amor. En otras palabras, el don
de la fe nos hace capaces de creer, de soñar, de buscar y
anhelar. Por eso decimos que esta esperanza siempre está
más allá de la realidad en que vivimos. Nos llama a algo
mejor, a una plenitud cada vez cada más cercana. Y es
esta esperanza, llena de fe, la que nos hace vivir y vivir de
una manera única y especial todo lo que hacemos. Es el
amor en toda nuestra vida, lo que comprueba lo anterior.
Una conclusión difícil pero inevitable se nos pone en
frente: quien no ama, no tiene esperanza y la fe aquí brilla
por su ausencia. O, al menos pensando en la Carta de Santiago, esta fe está muerta, no tiene vida, no tiene obras.
En las lecturas de hoy encontramos tres ideas centrales
que amplían lo que venimos diciendo: la presencia de
Dios es y será poderosamente transformadora de toda la
realidad, nos avisa el evangelio de Lucas; el fundamento
de esto lo pone el profeta Jeremías reafirmando contundentemente y sin lugar a dudas que Dios siempre cumple
sus promesas. La humanidad es promesa viva de Dios y
ya hemos visto, en la persona de Jesús. ¿Qué nos queda
por hacer? San Pablo da la dirección de como caminar y a
dónde llegar: vivir en la santidad de Dios amándonos mutuamente.
Mucho se habla y se presume de la fe en Dios por todos
lados y de todos los modos posibles, cuando una sola cosa
es importante: el amor y sus expresiones concretas en
donde la fe se hace transparente, viva y eficaz. Caminemos vivos en Dios este Adviento.
¿Comparte alguna manera nueva de vivir el tiempo de
Adviento en la comunidad?

BAUTIZOS

Llamar al 496-0222 Ext. 116 &117

QUINCEAÑERAS
Registrarse con 6 meses de anticipación
VIVIENDO NUESTRA FE
En su encíclica social Octogesima Adveniens de 1975, el
papa Pablo VI nos invita a pensar con mucha seriedad en
que la Palabra de Dios no puede ser proclamada ni escuchada si no va acompañada del testimonio de la fuerza del
Espíritu Santo que opera en la acción de los cristianos al
servicio de sus hermanos, en los puntos donde se juegan
su existencia y su porvenir. Analicemos cuáles son esos
“puntos” en donde nuestra vida se entreteje y conecta la
fe con la vida, el trabajo con la felicidad, la realización
personal y el bien de los demás..
¿SABÍA QUE?
Mantenga las visitas de Santa seguras y libre de
secretos
Es la temporada de Navidad, lo que significa que los
niños de la arquidiócesis se prepararán para una foto con
Santa y la oportunidad de decirle lo que esperan encontrar
debajo de sus árboles este año. Esta es una tradición
navideña divertida, pero aun así no es un momento para
que los padres de familia bajen la guardia. Santa y sus
ayudantes por lo regular son voluntarios, y es posible que
no hayan pasado por exámenes de detección o pruebas
para garantizar la seguridad de su hijo/a, por lo que ésta
depende de usted. Vigile cualquier cosa que suceda
mientras su hijo visita a Santa. Nunca se aleje del lugar
de la acción, ni siquiera por un momento, y no permita
que sus hijos sean llevados a otra habitación solos. Para
obtener una copia del artículo completo de
VIRTUS®, “Safety for Children AND Santa’s
Helpers” (Seguridad para los niños y los ayudantes de
Santa), visite http://www.la-archdiocese.org/org/
protecting/Pages/VIRTUS-Current-Online-Articles.aspx.

JuLecturas Para el Domingo 9 de Diciembre de 2018
Baruc 5:1-9
Filipenses 1: 4-6, 8-11
Lucas 3: 1-6

YES, COUNT ME IN!
St. Paschal Baylon is proud to announce the recent response to our Increased Offertory Program.
♦ 341 Commitment Cards Received
♦ 65 Newly Registered Parishioners
♦ 68 Individuals Requesting Envelopes
♦ 15 Individuals Requesting Electronic Giving Information
As you know, the program was put in place to help our church better meet its financial responsibilities. The response to our efforts has helped to increase our Saturday and Sunday collections. Many of you have received your
Commitment packets in the mail, others have received them at your Ministry and/or Group meetings and many of
you have filled out a card during “Count me in” weekend. The initial results of the program are encouraging, since
more parishioners are expected to return a Commitment Card over the next few weeks. Once all active contributors have returned a commitment Card, it is anticipated we will be more successful in our attempts to improve our
regular contributions.

PLEASE PARTICIPATE!
If you haven’t already, please participate in this important program for St. Paschal Baylon Church. All parishioners are asked to fill-out a Commitment Card and indicate your new weekly offertory contribution for the
coming year. Once you have completed the Commitment Envelope, you can place it in the Offertory Collection
Basket, mail it to the parish or personally deliver it to the Parish Office.

THANK YOU! 
A warm and special thanks is extended to those parishioners who have already returned a Commitment
Card. We appreciate your support and the understanding of our financial need. Your generosity will enable our
parish community to better plan for its financial future, Thank You!!
Fr. Michael
Join in the 5th Annual Sisters of Notre Dame
Nun Run 5K, 1 Mile and Community Service Fair on Saturday, February 2, 2019 at
La Reina High School & Middle School in
Thousand Oaks.
The event will feature 5K chip timing, team
awards, finishers medals, and a pancake
breakfast! Local non- profit service organizations will be present to share information
about their mission, programs and volunteer
opportunities. This is a family- friendly event
and is open to all ages and fitness levels. Proceeds support the Sisters of Notre Dame Life
& Ministry Fund, providing spiritual, educational and social outreach locally around the
world.

Respect Life Ministry
St. Paschal’s Respect Life Ministry will
hold its annual Pointsettia Sale the weekend of December 1st and 2nd. They will
be on sale after Masses until they are sold
out. The proceeds will benefit the Life
Centers of Ventura County

Lovely Piano Solos of Many Favorite Songs and Hymns

Shall We Gather
805-250-5459
www.toplumbing.com
Complete Plumbing Services
Family Owned
& Local Parishioner
Visa
LIC #993406
MC
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

by Jerry Galipeau

Get this

Available on CD - $17
World Library Publications

weekly bulletin

The music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

delivered by

Standing on the Rock CD

by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC

email - for FREE!

for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible
stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for
preschool children and those who are
in early grade school.

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

$17.00 + S&H

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.
•
•
•
•

Call Today!

The Most Complete

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Online National

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

Directory of

Check It Out Today!

billed quarterly

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

Catholic Parishes

• Full & Part Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
www.jspaluch.com

No Act of Charity is Foreign to the Society.
Donate Used but Serviceable Items
Automobiles, furniture, refrigerators, bedding, washers, dryers, & clothing
513105 St Paschal Baylon Church (B)

Call 1-800-974-3571
For truck pick-up

www.jspaluch.com

MONEY!
GOOD! MAKE A

EARN
DO

POSITIVE IMPACT!

PETE’S PLUMBING CO.
Water Heaters • Disposals
All Plumbing Repairs
Lic. # 383946

(805) 496-3773
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Hug Home Care Agency

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

(Parishioner Owned & Operated)

Compassionate Caregivers
Lowest Rates with Highest Quality
1 FREE Transportation to Dr. Appt. or Errand per mo.
Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Call Christine – 805-222-5085
www.hughomecareagency.net
Lic, Bonded & Insured

Questions about Changes to Medicare 2019?
LOCATORS

CHRISTY NARULA, Local Parishioner
Tel: (805) 208-5774

®

NO COST
Referral Service

ShopHealthInsuranceSolutions@gmail.com

Lic# 0D25542

Lic# 17-00034014

Angelique Sieverson

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

Owner & Parishioner
Matchmaking Seniors w/ Caring Providers

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

C: 805-300-3535
Angelique@AssistedLivingLocators.com
ThousandOaks.AssistedLivingLocators.com

KEVIN JESTER, CPA
Accounting and Tax
496-9990
43 Skyline Dr., Thousand Oaks
Parishioner

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas
featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols
and a reading of the Gospel of
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby!
Also available on vinyl.

800-566-6150

Photo Courtesy of
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

Margaret Mooradian Dutton
Realtor®
Cal DRE License #01414482

Direct 805.807.0616

NORTH

Serving Conejo Valley
& Surrounding Communities

OAKS

PHARMACY

Traditional Sales, Trusts, Probate,
Short Sales, Foreclosures, Investments

QUALITY • INTEGRITY • COMPASSION

GOLD COAST, MEDICARE
& OT H E R I N S U R A N C E S

2555 Townsgate Road • Suite 200 • Westlake Village 91361

1014 E. Avenida De Los Arboles
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

With Hearts and Voices

Mon-Fri: 9-7
Sat:
9-4
Sun: 10-2
Free Delivery!

More than 80 traditional Catholic songs and prayers.
Large print for older eyes.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

www.NorthOaksRxCare.com

Songs and Prayers of
a Faithful People

Book ($3) • Four-CD Music set ($49.95) • Spoken Prayers CD ($17)

An ideal companion
for personal prayer.
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

WORLD LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS

Download Our Free App or Visit

northoakspharmacy@gmail.com

The music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Phone 805.241.0935

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

513105 St Paschal Baylon Church (A)

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal

www.jspaluch.com

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

